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ABSTRACT
For two years, the annual TRECVid activity has supported a task on automatically captioning (short)
videos. Most participants have taken approaches based on training using publicly available collections
of annotated videos and in this talk we shall review some of these, including our own approaches. We
shall also look at how evaluation of the quality of video captions can be computed objectively. Our
work has used crowdsourced ratings of the quality of video captions and we show how an evaluation
measure based on this, is scalable, cost-effective, reproducible, and fair. Worked examples of the video
captioning and the evaluation shall be used throughout the talk.
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